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Dates to Remember:
2021 Term 1 Calendar:
Monday 15th February
Meet the Teacher 5.00pm
Tuesday 23rd February
School Council Meeting
6.30pm
Monday 8th March
Labour Day Holiday
NO SCHOOL FOR
STUDENTS
Tuesday 9th and Wed
10th March
Student Support Group
(SSG) Meetings 3.00 –
5.30
Friday 19th March
Harmony Week

Jennings Street School Newsletter
From the Principal
It has been a smooth start to the school year at Jennings Street with 98% of
students returned to school and engaged in learning. Students have settled into
their new classroom groups, assisted by whole school approaches to structure and
accommodations to support ASD. As I visit classrooms I have been impressed by
how quickly both students and staff have settled into the new school year and are
participating in learning routines. Once again all classrooms are engaging students
in discussions around classroom expectations using our school values, “Learning,
Respect and Safety” with students developing common language around “expected
behaviours”.
I would like to take this opportunity to remind families of the significant impact
that student attendance has on their learning. Whilst 2020 was an exception, in
2021 the school will be enforcing the DET’s policy to support families whose
children have more than 10 days absence and the issue of late arrival.
Late arrival impacts the learning of your child and often their regulation but also
significantly interrupts the learning routine of the entire classroom. It is an
objective for me to reduce the impact of late arrival on classrooms in 2021.
In line with our objective to uphold the highest standards of safety, over 40 staff
participated in Positive Behaviour Support Professional Learning on Monday 25th
January. This training is designed to refresh staff knowledge around best practice
behaviour intervention practices.
In 2021 the school will introduce a Tutor Program, a government initiative to
redress the impacts that disruptions to learning had on students in 2020. The school
has a staff member employed for 7 days a fortnight and the school improvement
team will be using student learning data and knowledge from the student wellbeing
forum to identify the priority interventions.
I take great pleasure in welcoming to our school community in 2021, 5 new
families of prep aged students. I have had the opportunity to meet with 4 of the 5
families and am confident that there will be opportunities for them to embrace our
community. I look forward to developing greater connections with these families.

Effective Communication between school and home is
essential. There are a number of processes that the school has
in place to ensure effective communication at all levels, These
include;
 Communication Book: By now these should have been distributed to
families.
 The Newsletter: (Thursday even weeks) uploaded fortnightly on the school
website, distributed to families on request.
 Seesaw: Interactive Learning Journal
 Email: school to parents / parents to teachers

Meet the Teacher (Term 1): overview of the Learning Program
 Student Support Group Meetings (SSG’s) and Report Meetings designated
within the Assessment & Reporting Timeline
 Parent Support Group Forum: Generally twice per term. (Please see Melissa’s contribution today for
Term 1 topics)
 Celebration of Learning Events: Education Week , End of Year Celebration
 The School Website: www.jenningsstreetschool.vic.gov.au
Processes:
If you have a concern regarding your child that has not been resolved via your routine communications,
the following processes should be followed. Contact your child’s teacher and discuss your concern or
arrange for an appointment. (phone, electronic or in person)
If you have approached the class teacher concerning an issue and you still feel it hasn’t been resolved,
please contact the Student Wellbeing Coordinator, Monique Cooley. General or significant school issues
should be directed to the Principal.

Important upcoming dates for your diary.
Please be aware that the Ministers recent briefing stipulating limits on internal
gatherings, may impact the facilitation of the following planned forums for Term
1. Alternative arrangements may need to be made as the situation unfolds.

Meet the Teacher - Monday 15th Feb 5 – 6pm.
Meet the teacher allows parents and carers the opportunity to receive an overview of the 2021 school
curriculum priorities and meet the classroom teacher to develop an understanding of the learning routine
and priorities. Child minding can be provided for your child and the evening winds up with a cuppa and
opportunity for an informal chat between parents and staff.
Student Support Group Meetings - Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th March
It is important that you communicate your concerns. Often the issues raised can be addressed quickly. We
cannot address concerns or issues unless we know what they are.

Swimming commenced today Thursday 4th Feb for the Middle Years students
and tomorrow Friday 5th Feb for the Later Years groups.

Please be aware that the Paul Sadler Pool has a COVID Safe Plan in place, with the venue sanitised
between groups. The pool has limited availability for Term 1 and the dates are provided below.
Notices have been sent home to families. Your child will not be able to participate in swimming until the
consent has been returned. Please remember to send bathers, towel and any additional requirements each
week.

2021 Term 1 Swimming Timetable Middle Years Thursday /Later Years Friday

Thursday 4th Feb

10.30-11.00

11.15 -11.45

12.00 -12.30

12.45 –1.15

1.4

MY10 Tori

MY 7 Max

MY9 Caoilfionn

MY8 Inoka

MY

LY 11 Shivani

LY12 Gabrielle

LY14 Julie-Ann

MY 7 Max

MY9 Caoilfionn

MY* Inoka

LY 11 Shivani

LY12 Gabrielle

LY14 Julie-Ann

MY 7 Max

MY9 Caoilfionn

MY8 Inoka

LY 11 Shivani

LY12 Gabrielle

LY14 Julie-Ann

MY 7 Max

MY9 Caoilfionn

MY8 Inoka

LY 11 Shivani

LY12 Gabrielle

LY14 Julie-Ann

MY 7 Max

MY9 Caoilfionn

MY8 Inoka

LY 11 Shivani

LY12 Gabrielle

LY14 Julie-Ann

Friday 5th Feb
Thursday 11th Feb

MY10 Tori

Friday 12th Feb
Thursday 18th Feb

MY10 Tori

Friday 19th Feb
Thursday 25th Feb

MY10 Tori

Friday 26th Feb
Thursday 4th March
Friday 5th March

MY10 Tori

Parent Payment Policy
Within the coming weeks we will be sending to families “The Essential Items” costs for 2021. These
charges are in line with DET policy guidelines and will not change from 2020. The Essential Items
incorporate all costs incurred by parents other than school camps for families that do not have CSEF
funds. Please remember to follow up your application for CSEF funds if you are eligible and have not
applied for this. We would greatly appreciate you attending to the Essential Item Costs as soon as it is
practical for you.
School Council: The first meeting of the School Council for 2021 will be held on Tuesday 23rd
February commencing at 6.30 p.m. (via webex) I look forward to connecting up will all school
councillors at this meeting. This will be the 2nd last meeting of the existing school council. In the next
newsletter I will be discussing with the community the Nominations process in order to elect the 2021
School Council.

MY

MY

MY

MY

.

Parent Information Session:

Supporting your child with ASD with personal hygiene
and self-care.

Date: 25/02/2021
Time: 9.30am – 11am
Venue: Jennings Street School

Family Planning Victoria has a focus on reproductive and sexual health care, education and
advocacy.
They have developed a range of Parent Information sessions to assist parents and carers to have
conversations around their young person’s physical, emotional and social development.
Jennings Street School is hosting a Parent Information session for our Middle and Later Years
families, which will focus on personal hygiene and self-care. This is designed to support our
families to further develop strategies for effectively answering their child’s questions.
There will also be opportunities to ask questions from an experienced facilitator and express any
concerns around supporting your child with personal hygiene and self-care.
Please register your attendance at this event by 20th February by phoning the JSS office on 9360
9322 or via email to melissa.allport@education.vic.gov.au
COVID safe practices will apply.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care
Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special
consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students and $225 for eligible secondary school
students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through Jennings Street School last year, you do not need to complete an application form
this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, a copy of the 2021 CSEF Application Form is attached to today’s
newsletter. You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as
possible.

Parent Information Sessions
Jennings Street School
Term One

We are delighted to welcome back all of our families and are hopeful of once again resuming our Parent
Information Sessions and Special Events at school with families on site.
Many of you would be aware that our student cohort is getting older. In line with this we have been
developing our health curriculum. To complement this, we have engaged Family Planning Victoria to run
two sessions in Semester One for our Middle and Later Years families to attend.

Session One: February 25th, 9.30am – 11am. Parents (of 13-18y.o., Middle-Later Years
students, with Autism): Session 1 - How to support your ASD child with personal hygiene and selfcare.
Session Two: May 20th, 9.30am – 11am. Parents (of 13-18y.o., Middle-Later Years students,
with Autism): Session 2 - Puberty, Masturbation, Dating, and Safer sex practices.
We are hopeful of once again running our Mother’s and Father’s Day stalls, and would love some families
to volunteer for this event. More information will come closer to the dates.
If families have any requests for information sessions or social opportunities within our community please
email Melissa at melissa.allport@education.vic.gov.au Melissa is also available at Jennings Street School
each Monday and Thursday.
We welcome and encourage family input and involvement!

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) APPLICATION FORM

School Name

School REF ID

Parent/legal guardian details
Surname
First name
Address
Town/suburb

State

Postcode

Contact number
Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN)
–
Foster parent* OR

–

–

OR

Veterans affairs pensioner (Gold Card)**

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).
**Applicants must provide a copy of the Veteran Affairs Gold card

Student details
Child’s surname

Child’s first name

Student ID

Date of birth

Year level

(dd/mm/yyyy)

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink customer
details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also authorise the
Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET.
I understand that:
• DHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET
personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status.
• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school.
• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund can be determined.
• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund provided by DET.
• Information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance.
You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your
child’s school.

Signature of applicant

Date

/

/

CSEF ELIGIBILITY
Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF).
Criteria 1 – Eligibility
To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or nongovernment Victorian primary or secondary school must:

a)

b)
c)

•

on the first day of Term one, or;

•

on the first day of Term two.

Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of
Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession
Card (PCC) holder, OR
Be a temporary foster parent, and;
Submit an application to the school by the due date.

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see:
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.
Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive.
For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or
secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years inclusive.
CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE.
Eligibility Date
For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being
successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (27th January 2021) or term two (19th April 2021).

PAYMENT AMOUNTS
CSEF payment amount
The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the
benefit of the eligible student.
•

Primary school student rate: $125 per year.

•

Secondary school student rate: $225 per year.

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or
excursion costs for your child.
For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see:

www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Secondary
schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents so please register your interest at the school.

HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM
NOTE: ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN
1. Complete the PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN DETAILS section.
Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your
concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school.
If you are claiming as a Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of
documentation confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner
Gold card to the school.
2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school.
3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible. The CSEF program for 2021 closes on
25th June 2021.
CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years.
Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school.

