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From the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank-you to all the families that have supported the returned operation of the
school canteen. The past couple of weeks has represented record sales with the
school having to purchase a 2nd air fryer. The annual Mother’s Day Stall was
conducted successfully and I hope that all mums and significant females within
the children’s lives were the recipients of the purchased goods. I must say the
personalized cupcakes were extremely popular and fingers crossed they were
delivered to you in one piece. Thanks to the parents that gave up their time to
coordinate the staff and those that donated home-made gifts in order to support
the school.

Monday 14th June
Queen’s Birthday
Holiday
___________________
Finance
Friday 14th May
School Council
Meeting
Tuesday 25th May 6.30
It was great to see so many children in school uniform today to get their school
photo taken. Most parents effortlessly navigated the organization and payment
of the photos with the company involved. The quality of photos in the past has
been extremely good and the photographer went to great lengths in order to get
the best shots of students. I have had further communications with our Local
Minister the Honorable Jill Hennessy following up her visit in week 1. Next
Week our school council president Stephen Moore and myself, will meet with
the South Western Region Acting Director and a representative from the
Victorian Schools Building Authority in order to progress these discussions.
This is the most positive acknowledgement thus far of our facility needs, so
watch this space. As we approach the colder months, I take the opportunity to
request that in the event that your child presents with symptoms of illness, they
remain at home as a preventative measure. There is a statewide staffing
shortage and I can only take precautionary and preventative steps in order to
optimally staff the school.
Thank You,
Rosie Hayes

Education Week Open Day
Don’t miss the opportunity to join our Community Celebration of Learning!
The timetable is included.
Return the Slip to confirm your attendance at the Education Week Open Day
Thursday 27th May.

_______________________________________________________________________

Jennings Street School Healthy Foods Policy
At the next School Council
meeting we will be presenting
our revised Healthy Foods
Policy, which has recently be
updated in line with DET healthy
eating recommendations.
The School Council will discuss
the revised protocols documented
within this policy in light of the
impact on school curriculum
programs and practices. Once
endorsed, the policy will be
communicated across our
community and we will engage
families in discussion around
revised practices within the
school.

Student Absence / Late Arrivals/Early Departures
Last week I received further instructions from the South West Regional office of DET in relation to the
management of student absence. Statistically, the COVID pandemic is having enduring effects on student
attendance with increased numbers of students at risk of disengaging from education. In scrutinising the
Term 1 Student Attendance data, this trend is also evidenced within Jennings Street School. For this
reason I will be making contact with a number of families to request a “Student Attendance Support
Group Meeting”. I must also impress upon families the significant impact that “late arrival” has on the
child and the classroom. Late arrival presents as a significant disruption to the student’s daily structure
and learning routine. If a student does not transition to their classroom for several hours due to a
disruption in routine, which can be the case at JSS, it also takes staff away from teaching and learning,
which impacts the whole class. I am currently collating arrival and departure data in order to redress this
impact with families.

2021 Education Week Open Day - Thursday May 27th
The Jennings Street School Open Day celebrated during Education Week provides families and friends
with the opportunity to observe your child engaged in learning and allows us an opportunity to showcase
current programs and priorities.
DET are making up for lost time in 2021 with the theme – “Building Connections”
Program:
9.30

Primary /Middle /Later Years Learning Centre tours

10.00am

Video Showcase of Learning Vision and Programs

10.30am

Morning Tea

11.00am

Parent Information Session – “Introducing our Health Curriculum ”

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Return this slip to confirm your attendance;
2021 Education Week Open Day - Thursday May 27th
Parent / Carer Name: _______________________
Child’s Name: ____________________________ Room: ___________________
Number of people attending: ________________
RSVP by Monday May 24th

Online safety
for parents and carers
Jennings Street School encourages all families to think about online safety for their children.
There is a government run website called esafety, a link to the website can be reached here:
https://www.esafety.gov.au/ . When accessing the site please ensure you click “parent” and you will be
directed to various articles and videos about online safety. The website provides thorough information
about several different online safety topics. Through this website you will also be able to register to
attend free live webinars regarding online safety for parents/ carers.

Sexuality and Consent Education Policy
The Department of Education has released the following information
regarding sexuality and consent education: the Sexuality Education Policy
has been amended and is now the Sexuality and Consent Education Policy.
The new policy states that the teaching of consent in all government
schools in an age-appropriate way, from Foundation to Year 12, is mandatory.
At Jennings Street School, our students require information to be provided related to their chronological
age, including issues around puberty, in a way that is easily understood and accessible at their
developmental level and ability. Learning will be age appropriate, developmentally appropriate and
inclusive of all students. This includes using anatomically correct terms for body parts, and specific
language for puberty and sexual behaviours.
The Department approaches the sexuality education of your child as a shared responsibility. That is,
while it is compulsory for schools to deliver sexuality education within health and physical education,
your child’s sexuality education is most effective when you are also actively involved. The important role
you play in your child’s health education includes:





Providing the family perspective.
Supporting your child’s level of comfort in discussing health-related issues.
Maintaining an open dialogue with the school about the school-based health education program.
Responding positively and supportively to learning opportunities at home.

Any families that have questions regarding this may contact the school.

Welcome to PY5!
We have had a great start to Term 2 and have been working extremely hard across all areas of the
curriculum.
We have been focusing on our Personal and Social learning, with a big emphasis on our Thoughts and
Feelings, with the students engaging on whole class discussion about what they are thinking about and
how they feel. Students have shown impressive flexible thinking and empathy towards their peers. We
have used our Thinking and Feeling lessons to help us with Show and Tell, where we continued to
practice turn-taking and of course enjoying listening to our friends.

In maths, we have become subtraction masters and practiced different subtraction strategies. We loved
jumping on the giant number line and practising jumping back to take away. We have also really enjoy
the Tuesday and Wednesday Lunch orders and look forward to these all week!
It has been a great start to Term 2 and are looking forward to more fun, lots of learning and exciting
lessons throughout the year.

Welcome to MY10!
Our students have been focusing on sequencing. We read “When dad bakes” together as a class and we
are using what we know about sequencing to make our own version of the book!
In math we have been looking at subtraction and all the different ways we can talk about subtraction and
taking away!
We have been practicing playing fun games together using our imaginations and taking turns in
structured games! This has been so much fun and we have learned a lot about each other in the process!

Welcome to LY15!
As I’m sure you are all aware, LY15 have been very busy for the past 4 weeks participating in not just
academic work, but a range of exciting Later Years programmes! 😊. I am delighted to share with you
just a snippet of what has been happening both inside and outside the classroom. The students have
been really enjoying building a wide range of skills that builds their individual independence and
confidence. We have been engaging in programmes such as Swimming, cooking and preparing food in
the Café/Canteen, Travel Training and Community Access to Coles.

The highlight of this term so far would have to be our Travel Training trip to Mc Donald’s! It was amazing
to see the students putting their skills into practice in the community, from taking public transport by
bus to ordering food independently. I am so proud of each of the students, and I am very much looking
forward to the adventures and activities we will embark on this term! I would also like to give a special
thanks to my wonderful ES staff: Tara and Surpreet. Your support, enthusiasm and professionalism is
what makes our classroom so productive!

