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Jennings Street School Newsletter
From the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,
It is unfortunate that we once again find ourselves experiencing a “Lockdown”.
We can only hope that the circuit breaker does what it is intended to do and we
resume regular activities as soon as possible. Once again the response by
families and carers to the 11th hour State wide student free has been
commendable. Many teachers at Jennings Street School are today accessing
resources and sharpening their technical skills in order to plan for Monday’s
video modelled instruction. Families can expect similar content as in previous
lockdowns, with English /Maths /Personal & Social Learning and Specialist
Programs provided through the Seesaw platform. There will be a video on
Monday explaining to students why we are again locked down.
We have 7 teachers who have not previously participated in Video Modelled
Instruction. These teachers are onsite today undertaking technical training in
order to learn the ropes. Students in PY 4, MY 6, MY 8, MY 9 and MY 10
should expect pre-recorded learning content on Monday, whilst the teachers
access this day to apply the knowledge learnt today in making their first video
modelled learning for Tuesday. Specialist programs will reflect a mix of old
and new content. We no longer have specialists in full time teaching roles and
therefore new video content from them will be accessed on Wednesday and
Thursday.
It was a week of disappointments with the postponement of the Education
Week Open Day. We will endeavor to re-create this opportunity at a later date
enabling you to share in your child’s learning, both physically and by viewing
the Learning Showcase Video and the professional learning activity around the
Health Curriculum. The School Council will meet this Tuesday June 1st in lieu
of last week. Unfortunately this will again be via Webex due to the latest
outbreak.
School Camps are generally a feature of School life in
Term 3 at Jennings Street School. We have 3 planned for
next term with the venues Blackwood and Lady
Northcote. Unfortunately our capacity to provide a
complex needs camping program in 2021 has diminished
with Flying Fox unavailable. We will endeavor to plan for this moving forward.
The camping experience provides valuable opportunity for personal and social
learning. We are currently developing grouping proposals and will be sending
out invites in the coming weeks.
Report Writing, Student Free Day Friday 4th June
As part of 2021 “Long Term Planning” endorsed by school council in
December, the 4 dates for student Free Days were set. It appears unfortunate

timing now, however, the timeline and reporting requirements of teachers supports the need for this to
remain in place. Teachers are continuing their teaching and Learning duties across the lockdown albeit
from home. I have for your benefit included a copy of the final 4 weeks of the Term 2 Calendar that
carefully schedules the work and timelines of staff in order to report to parents Semester 1 Learning. I
trust that you will appreciate this need, given that this constitutes one of the most work intensive periods
of the teacher year.
Thanks
Rosie Hayes
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Welcome to STEAM/VCAL
This year has seen STEAM and VCAL
students combined which has led to the
students having the opportunity to think, plan
and complete a VCAL project using their
practical and hands on knowledge. During
Semester 1, the students have been given the
task to update and improve the garden of the
Café within Jennings Street school. With
virtually a blank canvas, the students have had their input to produce a
sensory garden and edible garden within the Café space. This project has
allowed for lots of cross curricular links, with students being able to show their Maths, English
and Personal and Social skills in a practical situation.
In English, students have read and researched different plants and vegetables, learning when
they need to plant them and how to look after them. Students have also researched types of
plants that they would find in a sensory garden to make sure that they are appropriate to
enhance the senses of visitors to the garden.
In Maths, students have been using their measuring skills, enhancing
them in the classroom before using them in the building activities in the
garden. Students have built a fence, are in the process of building a
bench and a reading library for other students to enjoy. Converting
measurements between millimetres and centimetres has been a very
important skill for these tasks! A water wall and concrete sculptures
have also been made, and position and directions have been discussed to
produce maps for the cafes grand opening.

In Personal and Social, students have had to practise
communicating with one another, including students from other
classes to complete the tasks successfully.

Our aim is to have a Grand Opening of Café Garden on Wednesday 16th June (Covid/Lockdown
dependent), for parents, staff and students to experience the new garden. The students of the
STEAM/VCAL class have been showing their teamwork by being part of the entertainment,
planning and food groups in preparation for the event. We would all love to see you there!

Donations of medium size 2 wheeler bikes gratefully
received as part of the Bike Ed program resources. If you
have donations please advise administration staff.

Online safety
for parents and carers
Jennings Street School encourages all families to think about online safety for their children.
There is a government run website called esafety, a link to the website can be reached here:
https://www.esafety.gov.au/ . When accessing the site please ensure you click “parent” and you will be
directed to various articles and videos about online safety. The website provides thorough information
about several different online safety topics. Through this website you will also be able to register to
attend free live webinars regarding online safety for parents/ carers.

Sexuality and Consent Education Policy
The Department of Education has released the following information
regarding sexuality and consent education: the Sexuality Education Policy
has been amended and is now the Sexuality and Consent Education Policy.
The new policy states that the teaching of consent in all government
schools in an age-appropriate way, from Foundation to Year 12, is mandatory.
At Jennings Street School, our students require information to be provided related to their chronological
age, including issues around puberty, in a way that is easily understood and accessible at their
developmental level and ability. Learning will be age appropriate, developmentally appropriate and
inclusive of all students. This includes using anatomically correct terms for body parts, and specific
language for puberty and sexual behaviours.
The Department approaches the sexuality education of your child as a shared responsibility. That is,
while it is compulsory for schools to deliver sexuality education within health and physical education,
your child’s sexuality education is most effective when you are also actively involved. The important role
you play in your child’s health education includes:





Providing the family perspective.
Supporting your child’s level of comfort in discussing health-related issues.
Maintaining an open dialogue with the school about the school-based health education program.
Responding positively and supportively to learning opportunities at home.

Any families that have questions regarding this may contact the school.

