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Dates to Remember:
2021 Term 2
Calendar:
Thursday 1st April
Final Day of Term
(finish time 1.40pm)
Monday 19th April
1st Day – Term 2
Friday 14th May
Mother’s Day Stall
Monday 17th June
Education Week
Friday 4th June
Report Writing
Student Free Day
Monday 14th June
Queen’s Birthday
Holiday

Jennings Street School Newsletter
From the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,
It is remarkable to think that 10 weeks has passed by this quickly. Thankfully
we have been able to continue the term with minimal disruption to learning.
Both students and staff are looking forward to the opportunity to replenish their
energy levels by taking some time out. Fortunately we have beautiful weather
forecast for the main days of the Easter break. I do hope that this provides an
opportunity for your family to spend a period away from your routine activities
and enjoy some time with family, friends or within the community.
In this week’s newsletter we have taken the liberty to provide you with
information on Autism friendly activities that you and your family may be able
to participate in over the holiday period. I trust that you have a safe and happy
Easter and I look forward to returning refreshed in Term 2.
This week we say farewell to Hayley Cable, who has decided to return home to
Canada, whilst Hayley’s position has been advertised a suitable replacement is
yet to be appointed. We are facing a statewide shortage of both Teachers and
Teacher Assistant’s as a result of International restrictions. We look forward to
Eliza Lowes joining the Middle Years 6 classroom in Term 2. We also have
two Teacher Assistants, Samara and Yuliya taking Family Leave in Term 2,
although they will be returning for a period of time after the holidays.
A huge thank-you to the many families that generously
donated to the Easter Raffle. Rather than having a few
major prizes we always endeavor to share the joy with
as many students (and their families) as possible. This
year we had 17 Easter hampers. Needless to say, there
were a number of very happy students today as we
undertook our “silent” Easter Raffle draw. There is
method in our madness, some of our students get quite
distressed at the prospect of not taking home a prize, so as with our past
practice we undertook the draw with a high degree of discretion.

Congratulations to the following lucky winners;
Vincent Lai-Maynard, Samiha Masud, Advik Garg, Kaeden Langdon,
Quang Nguyen, Shannon Laurel, David Yong, Nicholas Garton, Lily
(Tristan) Falzon, Rose Beckhurst, Izzy Geiberras, Bradley Bransberger,
Ethan Nguyen, Ariba Azeem, Kim (Campbell) O’Connor, Mafalda
DeSilva, Zachary Smyth.

Last Saturday we hosted our first dads get together for 2021. It was really
Term 2 School Council pleasing to see 11 dads come together with their children and share in a simple
lunch on the school site. It provided a great opportunity for me to get to know
Sub Committee
some of the dads a little better and Shaun Tonkes from the Salvation Army and
Meetings
Terry McAleenan from The Fathering Project concluded the lunch with some
Buildings & Grounds
suggestions around how the group could move forward. It was so encouraging
th
Tuesday 11 May
to see so many dads in favor of formalizing the group for future activities.
Tuesday 8th June
Watch this space as we know that mums play an important part in encouraging
your partners to make time for these connections within your busy lives.
Policy Meeting
Wednesday 12th May
Thank You,
Wednesday 9th June
Rosie Hayes
Finance
Friday 14th May
Friday 11th June
School Council
Meetings
Tuesday 25th May 6.30
Tuesday 22nd June 6.30

Essential Educational Items 2021
Many thanks to the families who have finalised their Essential Educational
Items for 2021. If you have yet to finalise your payment, we would appreciate
our families’ consideration in supporting Jennings Street School. These funds
are used to support the students programs within each Learning Centre. We
greatly appreciate the support from our families.

Canteen/Café Term 2
The Jennings Street Canteen will reopen in Term 2. The Canteen provides a great space for students to
practice functional skills in safe food handling, food preparation, and the skills involved with interacting
with the public. The Canteen will operate on Tuesday and Wednesday commencing in Week 2 – Tuesday
27th April. A new addition to the menu will be hot chips, made available from the purchase of an “air
fryer”
If you would like the opportunity for your child to order from the canteen, please contact your child’s
teacher and request for the envelopes to be sent home.

It has been a wonderful 10 weeks
getting to know all the students in the
class and the preps have had an
amazing first term! Everyone has
settled well into the new routine of
school and learning. We have had a
lot of fun while learning.
This term in Literacy, we have been
reading books like “The Very Hungry
Caterpillar”, “We Want a Pet” and
“We’re Going on a Bear Hunt!” We
have also made a few classroom books
throughout the term that focus on
different topics surrounding books we
have read during the week. PY3
students have also been loving our
phonics lessons, where they get to
explore objects that begin with focus
sounds, as well as colour and sort the
letters.
In Maths, we have learned about following a schedule,
counting and recognising numbers and exploring different shapes, which
students are enjoying through songs, dancing and
playing games, or using sensory tubs.
Students have also been learning how to play with
one another, take turns and use expected
behaviours during Personal Social lessons. We have
been playing games, going fishing and making
marble runs!

Neuro Diverse Exclusive
●
Accepting & Engaging

SOCCER FOR THERAPY
SATURDAYS TERM 2 & 3
CAMBRIDGE RESERVE NTH OVAL,
HOPPERS CROSSING
Due to demand, SNAPP has dedicated a program specific to our families in
Specilist Schools. Soccer will be the first sport of these programs, however
we incorporate all aspects of many sports

9.00am Ages 5 - 7
10.00am Ages 7 – 9
11.00am Ages 9+

●
NDIS Approved & OT
Advised
●
Be part of a wonderful
community
●
Watch your child make
friends and flourish

Places limited so please register asap on our
website under “Specialist School Programs”,
Hoppers Crossing
Created by Autism Families, For Autism Families
www.snapp.org.au

Find is on Facebook
@SNAPPVic

Students of MY 8 have participated in Harmony Day experiences. They enjoyed Indian Bollywood Dance
and engaged in creating Harmony Day cards. This week students have been learning about 2D and 3D
shapes and explored the shapes in their classroom environment. Students have been learning about
punctuation and this week they focussed on capital letters and full stops.
They also have been learning about the characters and setting during shared reading times over the
week. Students have created a birthday card for Inoka and celebrated her birthday by enjoying a cake
and singing happy birthday!

Independence Australia
As the awareness surrounding autism continues to grow, there are many organisations providing special
sensory-friendly holiday activities that cater for children with sensory needs.

Autism friendly museums
Museums around Australia are doing their bit to make museum experiences accessible to children with
autism and their families. By providing social scripts and sensory maps, museums help families to plan
their visit. As well as the usual busy, interactive spaces filled with 2 3/24/2021 Sensory Friendly Holiday
Activities - Independence Australia https://www.independenceaustralia.com.au/accessibility/sensoryfriendly-holiday-activities/ 3/7 lights, noise and multi-media, many museums have now created low
sensory spaces that are quiet, have few people and no multimedia. Check out Museums Victoria,
Museum of Contemporary Art Australia.

Let’s go to the movies
Families living with autism can also enjoy sensory friendly films at many movie theatres around Australia.
These sessions allow families to enjoy a movie in a safe and accepting environment, with sound and light
adjusted to suit sensory sensitive kids. Children are also allowed to get up, move around and make noise.
Visit Village Cinemas and Event Cinemas for further details.

Make a (quiet) splash
Aquariums in Melbourne offer special low-sensory sessions from time to time. These events are aimed
at families who would benefit from a calmer, more sensory friendly environment. Music is turned down,
lights are adjusted and professional staff are available to lend a hand. Visit the Australian National
Maritime Museum and Sealife Melbourne for more information.

Indoor playtime
Most indoor playgrounds would cause sensory overload in children with autism, but there are now a
couple of indoor playgrounds offering sensory friendly play equipment and spaces for children with a
hidden disability such as autism. We Rock the Spectrum Kids Gym located in Melbourne offers kids of all
abilities a safe place to play using specialised sensory equipment. Similarly, LEGOLAND Discovery Centre
in (Chadstone) Melbourne provides sensory friendly mornings for kids and their families. At these sessions,
there 2 3/24/2021 Sensory Friendly Holiday Activities - Independence Australia
https://www.independenceaustralia.com.au/accessibility/sensory-friendly-holiday-activities/ 4/7 are
quiet spaces, reduced noise and lights as well as specially trained staff available, lowering the volumes of
registers and scanners, and eliminating activities such as trolley collections, and PA announcements.

Low sensory school holiday programs
With more organisations aware of autism and the challenges it brings for families, there are an
increasing number of holiday programs designed to cater for children who require low sensory activities.
Contact the Autism Association in your state to find further details of upcoming programs and events
your whole family can enjoy.

